NAVANA

(The compassionate goddess here who has her temple
on the slope of the fertile Vindhya mountain dispels the fear
of those whose minds are cleansed by enquiry.)

Ganapati felt that the spot was haunted and so not
suitable for tapas. He started out the next day and reached.a
village called Narayanapur from where, after walking for nine
hours reached Vyasakasi (Ramanagar). There he sold his
upper cloth for two annas and with one anna, purchased
plantain fruits, and paid the remaining one anna as boat-fare
to cross Ganga and arrived at Kasi.

Narasimha Sastri*s maternal uncle Aryasomayajula
Bhavani Sankaram was then residing at Kasi. Ganapati was
his guest. After worshipping Kasi Viswanatha and
Annapoorna, Ganapati went round th.e city. He found an
enthusiastic gathering of people at one place and enqtrired
what the matter was. He was told that the great Pandit
Sivakumar, Principal of the Sanskrit College of Darbhanga
had come home for vacation and that he was the attraction.
Sivakumar was the disciple of the famouse Andhra savant
Bala Sastri. Ganapati joined the gathering and by
participating in the literary discussion there attracted the
attention of Sivakumar.

Sivakumar was especially attracted by Ganapati's
extempore verification of a high order. He suggested to
Ganapati to go to Nawadweepa a famous centre of Sanskrit
learning in Bengal. He also gave Ganapati a letter of
recommendation for easy admission to the centre. Until
Sivakumar returned to Darbhanga, Ganapati was busy. but
from then on, he began searching for a secluded spot to
continue tapas. Seclusion and silence were hard to find in a
big pilgrim centre like Kasi. He had to satisfy himself with
the seclusion and silence available in the residence of Bhavani
Sankaram.
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